RAFPPLIEV AKIO

2026 AWARDS
DEADLINE: May 22, 2026

REQUIREMENTS

A multi-component program of up to 6 related
applications created to promote an event, brand,
product, or service.

« ENTRY MATERIAL: Upload print or static creative,
preferably in one multipage PDF. Add video and
URLs separately.

+ OPTIONAL: A brief description or case video for
the judges to provide clarity for the judges.
Upload as a Support File.

ENTIRE PROGRAM: $45

S1/01 - Brand Activation Program - Campaign

A campaign for any new or existing brand/product/
service that enhances brand awareness via consumer
engagements (e.g. using events, experiences, or
interactions that use a medium in a novel way). MUST
SHOW at least 1 example, up to a maximum of 6. You
may include a brief description or case study. Upload
as a Support File.

S1/02 - Brand Identity Design Program - Campaign

A logo design plus up to 6 logo applications of the
logo (e.g. stationery, business cards, signage, apparel)
for any new or existing brand/product/service.
INCLUDE a brief explanatory note, describing the
business if not evident. For a redesign of an existing
brand, MUST INCLUDE the before logo.

S1/08 - Concept Development Program - Campaign
Show the concept of a launch of a new or existing
brand/product/service as an advertising or
promotional element (e.g. print, OOH, digital, radio,
video, social/viral, etc.) MUST INCLUDE a brief
explanatory note (or case study) that describes the
overall concept. Upload as a Support File.

S1/04 - Digital Exper./Innovative Program - Campaign
Any digitally innovative promotional program that
explores new technology, ideas, or territory for any
new or existing brand/product/service. You may
include a brief description (or case study). Upload as a
Support File.

S1/05 - Entire Advertising Campaign - Campaign

A series of 4-6 promotional messages (i.e. print, OOH,
digital, radio, video, social/viral, etc.) that share a
single idea and theme for the same event, brand,
product, service, or business. Applications may be a
combination of offline and digital applications/media.
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S1/06 - Entire Design Program - Campaign

A family of 4-6 different design pieces/applications
created for the same event, brand, product, service or
business.

S1/07 - Entire Packaging Designh Program - Campaign
A family of 4-6 packages designed for the same event,
brand, product, service or business.

S1/08 - Entire Promotional Design Program -
Campaign

A family of 4-6 promotional design applications or
messaging (e.g. posters, announcements, invitations,
promotional items/apparel, etc.) created for the same
event, brand, product, service, or business.

S1/09 - PR/Viral Campaign - Campaign

An advertising or promotional campaign that creates
brand awareness through earned media methods to
generate attention and affect audience confirmations,
to influence consumer action or perceptions.

S1/10 - Social Responsibility Program - Campaign
A campaign to evoke consumer action for the greater
good, or effect positive social change.

REQUIREMENTS

SINGLE OR SERIES: 1-3 advertising or promotional
messages created for a brand, product, or service.
Applications may include, but are not limited to,
print, events, out-of-home, online/digital, radio, TV,
or online video. Entries can be individual or group
class assignments or personal (independent)
projects.

« REQUIRED: Entries must be in English or include
an English translation for any important text (i.e.
Entry title, headline, etc.).

+ OPTIONAL: A brief description (or case study/
video) may be included If the business is not
evident.

SINGLE/SERIES: $35*
*Except where indicated.

AS/01 - Advertising Print - Series

Single or series of up to 3 offline advertising or
promotional messages that promote an event, brand,
product, service, or business (e.g. print, out-of-home,
point-of-purchase, etc.).
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AS/02 - Advertising Copywriting - Series

Single or series of up to any 3 advertising or
promotional messages judged on copywriting. For
radio spots, use AS/05.

AS/03 - Advertising Digital - Series

Single or series of up to 3 online digital advertising or
promotional messages that promote an event, brand,
product, service, or business (e.g. online ads, social
media, email, etc.). For apps, website design, and
other digital content, see the Digital, Motion &
Gaming sub-group.

AS/04 - Experiential/Event - Series
Entries can be a single or a series. Sampling, events,
stunts, guerrilla marketing, etc.

AS/05 - Radio Advertising - Series

Single or series of up to 3 radio spots of any length.
MUST INCLUDE the radio spot and script as part of
your entry. Upload as a Support File.

AS/06 - Social Responsibility - Series

Single or series of up to 3 advertising or promotional
messages to evoke consumer action for the greater
good, or affect positive social change. For an entire
Social Responsibility campaign of 4-6 messages, use
S1/10.

AS/07 - Video Advertising - Series
Single or series of up to 3 television or online ads, any
length.

AS/08 - Advertising Other - Series

Single or series of up to 3 of any advertising
applications for work created to promote an event,
brand, product, service, or business that doesn’t fall
into any other listed category. Work submitted to AS/
08 cannot be entered in AS/01-07. Entries will be
judged on their individual ad/promotional merits.
MUST INCLUDE a brief explanatory note (max. 50
words, or up to 10 seconds if video) for the judges to
provide added clarity.
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REQUIREMENTS

SINGLE OR SERIES: One to three design units or
applications, including branding, brochures,
corporate design, logos, digital/website, motion,
packaging, or promotional design. Entries can be
individual, group, or independent projects.

« REQUIRED: Entries must be in English or include
an English translation for any important text (i.e.
Entry title, headline, etc.).

+ OPTIONAL: A brief description (or case study/
video) may be included if the business is not
evident.

SINGLE/SERIES: $35*
*Except where indicated.

DS/01 - Design - Series

Single or series of up to 3 design applications, for a
new or existing brand/product/service. Example: a
multipage brochure, poster, infographic, etc. If a
multipage item, please show up to 6 pages/spreads
from each piece. Upload a multipage PDF.

DS/02 - Logo Design - Single
1logo. Include a brief explanatory note if the business
is not evident. ($30)

DS/03 - Logo Design - Series
2-3 logos from an overarching logo system. INCLUDE
a brief explanatory note if the business is not evident.

DS/04 - Logo Applications - Single

Show up to 3 applications of a logo (e.g. corporate
stationery, promotional items, signage, etc.). Upload
as a multipage PDF. INCLUDE a brief explanatory note
if the business is not evident.

DS/05 - Logo Rebrand-Before/After - Single
A single redesigned logo. MUST INCLUDE the before/
after logo(s). ($30)

DS/06 - Logo Rebrand-Before/After - Series
2-3 redesigned logos from the same overarching logo
system. MUST INCLUDE the before/after logo(s).

DS/07 - Editorial Design Cover/Spread - Single
An editorial page (cover, single page or spread) from a
print or digital book or publication. ($30)

DS/08 - Editorial Design Cover/Spread - Series

2-3 editorial pages (cover, single page or spread) from
a single print or digital book or publication.
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DS/09 - Editorial Design Entire Book/Publication - Single
Print editions only. For e-books/e-zines use WS/04
Digital Content. Show 4-6 single pages, spreads or
covers from a single book or publication. ($40)

DS/10 - Packaging Design - Series

Single or series of up to 3 packaging designs for an
event, brand, product, service or business. For a family
of packages (4-6) use SI/07, Entire Package Design.

DS/11 - Product Development - Series
Single or series of up to 3 designs for an entirely new
product/service.

DS/12 - Promotional Design - Series

Single or series of up to 3 promotional design pieces,
such as announcements, invitations, promotional
apparel, etc.

DS/13 - Social Responsibility - Series

Single or series of up to 3 design applications to evoke
consumer action for the greater good, or effect
positive social change. For an entire campaign, use Sl/
10, Social Responsibility Program.

DS/14 - Typeface Design & Application - Series

A typeface design and up to 3 examples of that
typeface being applied. Upload as a multipage PDF. If
the application is digital, a URL or MP4 may be
provided.

DS/15 - Typography Application - Series
Any application where typography is the primary focus
of the design.

DS/16 - Design Other - Series

Single or series, for any other design work that does
not fall into any other listed category (e.g. a calendar,
album cover, board game, etc.). Work submitted to
DS/16 cannot be entered in DS/01-15. Entries will be
judged on their individual design merits. MUST
INCLUDE a brief explanatory note (max. 50 words, or
up to 10 seconds if video) for the judges to provide
added clarity.
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REQUIREMENTS

SINGLE: 1* digital or interactive application,
including app design, animations, videos, or digital
content. Entries can be individual, group, or
independent projects.

» Entries in this section must have been
developed, at least to a partial or prototype
stage (i.e. concept stage-only entries are not
acceptable).

+ ENTRY MATERIAL: Refer to each category for
material upload instructions.

SINGLE: $40
* Except where indicated.

WS/01 - Apps - Single

An app designed for desktop, tablet or mobile. Submit
the prototype through a video walkthrough as an MP4
or link to a video-sharing site, or a static walkthrough
as a PDF.

WS/02 Animated Element or Character - Single

A single animated element or character. For an
animated video, use WS/03 Animation. Upload the
animation as a GIF, or MP4, or a link to the animation
on a video-sharing site.

WS/03 - Animation - Single

A single animated video. Upload the animation as a
GIF, or MP4, or a link to the animation on a video-
sharing site.

WS/04 - Digital Content - Single

Content developed for online (e.g. blog, social/
promotional messages, digital publications or books,
etc.). For blogposts or social messages, up to 3
examples may be included. Upload as a multipage
PDF.

WS/05 - Game Design & Development - Single
Whole or part of a game design. For non-digital
games, such as cards or a board game, use DS/16
Design Other. Submit the prototype through a video
walkthrough as an MP4 or link to a video-sharing site,
or a static walkthrough as a PDF.

WS/06 - Motion - Single

A video or short film. For videos/spots that promote an
event, brand product, service or business, use AS/07.
Upload as an MP4, or a link to a video-sharing site.
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WS/07 - Website Design - Single

A single website for an event, brand, product, service
or business. Submit the prototype through a video
walkthrough as an MP4 or link to a video-sharing site,
or a static walkthrough as a PDF.

WS/08 - Digital Other - Single

Any digital work that does not fall into any other listed
category (e.g. augmented & virtual reality). Work
submitted to WS/08 cannot be entered in WS/01-07.
Entries will be judged on their individual merits. MUST
INCLUDE a brief explanatory note (max. 50 words, or
up to 10 seconds if video) for the judges to provide
added clarity.

REQUIREMENTS

SINGLE OR SERIES: 1 hand-drawn, computer-
generated, or animated illustration/image, or a
series of 2-3 related illustrations. Entries can be
individual, group class projects, or independent.

SINGLE OR SERIES: $35*
*Except where indicated.

IS/01 - Cartoon/Comic lllustration - Series

Single or series of up to 3 lllustrations for a whole or
part cartoon or comic. For an animated character, use
WS/02. For a series, illustrations must relate to one
another by topic or product.

1S/02 - Conceptual lllustration - Series

Single or series of up to 3 lllustrations that represent
an idea. The work must be staged to communicate a
preconceived concept. For a series, images must
relate to one another by topic or product.

IS/03 - Editorial lllustration - Series

Single or series of up to 3 editorial illustrations for
books or publications. For a series, show 2-3 images
from the same book or publication.

IS/04 - Graphic Novel lllustration - Series
Single or series of up to 3 illustrations for a graphic
novel.

IS/05 - Packaging lllustration - Series
Single or series of up to 3 illustrations that appear on
product packaging.

IS/06 - Social Responsibility Illustration - Series
Single or series of up to 3 illustrations to evoke
consumer action for the greater good, or effect
positive change.
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IS/07 - lllustration Other - Single
A single lllustration that does fall into any other listed
category.

IS/08 - lllustration Other - Series

2-3 illustrations that do not fall into any other listed
category. For a series, illustrations must relate to one
another by topic or product.

IS/09 - 3D Modelling - Series

Single or series of up to 3 hand or computer-
generated modelling of inanimate 3-dimensional
objects and shapes. For animated elements or
characters, use WS/02 Animated Element or
Character.

REQUIREMENTS

SINGLE OR SERIES: 1 photograph, or a series of 2-3
related images. Entries can be individual, group
class projects, or independent.

SINGLE OR SERIES: $35

PS/01 - Conceptual Photography - Series

Single or series of up to 3 images that represent an
idea. The work must be staged to communicate a
preconceived concept. For a series, images must
relate to one another by topic or product.

PS/02 - Food Photography - Series

Single or series of up to 3 food-related images. For a
series, images must relate to one another by topic or
product.

PS/03 - Lifestyle Photography - Series

Single or series of up to 3 images that capture and
document real-life events, situations, or milestones in
an artistic manner and the art of the everyday. For a
series, images must relate to one another by topic or
product.

PS/04 - Nature/Landscape & Wildlife Photography - Series
Single or series of up to 3 images taken outdoors. For
a series, images must relate to one another by topic or
product.

PS/05 - Portrait Photography - Series

Single or series of up to 3 portraits. For a series,
images must relate to one another by topic or
product.

Page / 04



RAFPPLIEV AKIO

2026 AWARDS
DEADLINE: May 22, 2026

PS/06 - Photography Other - Series

Single or series of up to 3 images that do not fall into
any other listed category relate to one another by
topic or product.

PS/07 - Photo lllustration/Mixed Media - Series
Single or series of up to 3 images that use of photo-
editing techniques to create collage and montage
illustration. MUST SHOW before and after images.
Upload as a multipage PDF.

PS/08 - Photo Manipulation - Series

Single or series of up to 3 images that have edited to
create special effects. MUST SHOW before and after
images. Upload as a multipage PDF.

REQUIREMENTS

For students in a creative arts program. Individual
or group assignments or personal work in
advertising, design, digital, motion and gaming,
illustration, or photography.

SINGLE OR SERIES: 1-3 related pieces/applications.

« See sub-grouping of categories for the full list of
available categories and entry requirements.

SINGLE OR SERIES: $20
HS/01 - High School Advertising - Series
Single or series of up to 3 related ads in print, online,
TV/video, or radio.

HS/02 - High School Design - Series
Single or series of up to 3 related designed pieces,

including logo, brochure, book, package, promotional

items, poster, or other design unit.

HS/03 - High School Motion/Digital & Gaming - Single
A single online element, including website design,
animation, game, app, etc.

HS/04 - High School Portrait lllustration - Series
Single or series of up to 3 portrait illustrations (i.e.
hand or digitally drawn), 3D modelling. For a series,

the illustrations must relate to one another by topic or

product.
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HS/05 - High School lllustration - Series

Single or series of up to 3 illustrations (i.e. hand or
digital drawn), 3D modelling. For a series the
illustrations must relate to one another by topic or
product.

HS/06 - High School Photography - Series

Single or series of up to 3 images, photo illustration/
mixed media, or photo manipulation. For a series the
images must relate to one another by topic or
product.

For category-related entry requirements, general
awards information or technical issues, contact our
Awards Manager at awards@appliedartsmag.com or
call 416.510.0909 ext. 30.

For more information, visit appliedartsmag.com.

Applied Arts reserves the right to amend these rules
throughout the competition. Applied Arts assumes all
entries are original and the property of the entrant,
with all rights granted therein. Applied Arts reserves
the right to publish or exhibit entries for our print or
electronic formats or related promotions. Entries are
non-refundable. Costs cover administration,
processing, and the judging of the entry. Entries may
be moved to a more suitable category if Applied Arts
deem the category chosen unsuitable. All descriptions
and credits are subject to be edited for length, clarity
and grammar in accordance with the Applied Arts
editorial style guide. A submission of entry
acknowledges acceptance of these rules.
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